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westward till it has met the western species, and now the purs- 
lane caterpillar, finding them both equally palatable, is traveling 
eastward at the rate of several hundred miles in one season. 
Potentilla. — West American Phases of the Genus. Edward L. 

Greene. (Pittonia, i, pp. 95-106). 

Agreeing with Bentham and Hooker and with Baillon, Prof. 
Greene places the species of Horkelia and Ivesia under Potentilla. 
He states fully the reasons which justify this step. P. elata, P. 
puberula, P. Clevelandi, P. ciliata and P. Howellii are new 
species; P. Lindleyi'is Horkelia cuneata, Lindl., P. Douglasii is 
Horkelia fusca, Lindl., P. Andersonii is Horkelia parviflora, 
Nutt, P. Arizonica is Ivesia pinnatifida, Watson, and P. 
decipiens is Ivesia pygmcea, Gray, the new specific names being 
given because the others are preoccupied. 
Staining Vegetable Tissues — Notes on. — W. R. Lighton. (Amer. 

Month. Micros. Journ., viii., pp. 194, 195). 

Describes staining living shoots by immersing their cut ends in 
ordinary colored writing fluids, especially the scarlet and purple. 
Taxodium distichum, or Bald Cypress — Notes on the. — N. S. Sha- 

ler. (Mem. Mus. Comp. Zool. Harvard Coll., xvi., pp. 1-10). 

The question of its growth in swampy ground and the object 
of the peculiar " knees " which it throws out in such localities, as 
well as its geological history and the adaptation to reproduction 
in the water by means of rooting twigs rather than seeds are 
deduced as a series of modifications by which the tree has been 
enabled to hold its own under unfavorable circumstances. 
Ternstroemiaceas, O Tamakoare, Especies novas da ordem das. 

J. Barboza Rodrigues, (Director of the Botanical Museum 

of the Amazons). (Pamphlet 410, pp. 28. Manaos, S.A., 1887.) 

This is a monograph of the genus Caraipa with five species ; 
C. palustris, C. silvatica, C. spuria, C. Lacerdaei and C. insidiosa, 
accompanied by a large plate illustrating C. rupestris, C. silva- 
tica and C. spuria. Chemical analyses accompany the descrip- 
tions and medicinal uses and popular names are given. 

Botanical Notes. 
Hepatics. We have received a set of " Hepatic^ Ameri- 
cans prepared by L. M. Underwood and O. F. Cook," com- 



264: 

prising twenty specimens, neatly labelled and put up, representing, 
as many genera. Prof. Underwood says : " We have issued a 
few numbers of representative, though common plants, in order 
to bring the price down to a reasonable amount, and to make the 
sets valuable to beginners in the study. All the orders, typical 
species of all the larger genera, and illustrations of thallose, in- 
cubous and succubous Jungermanniacese are therefore included." 
The price for sets is a dollar and a quarter, postpaid. 

Forestry in Europe. — (Reports from the Consuls of the United 
States, Washington, 1887 ; 320 pp.). From the table of contents 
we learn that the subject is treated geographically, including 
areas under forests, kinds of trees, administration and privileges 
of, revenues from, destruction and reforesting of forest areas, 
forest schools, etc. 

Mr. C. R. Orcutt, of San Diego, Cal, desires to correspond 
with any naturalist wishing to undertake exploring and collecting 
in Southern California, Western Mexico and Central America. 
He offers to pay expenses, and promises credit and appreciation 
in the future as a reward. 

Contribuzione alio studio del Buxus, sempervirens, L. G. A. 
Barbaglia. (Atti della Societa Toscana di Scienze Naturali, viii., 
pp. 256-270). This paper is a chemical study of the plant to 
separate the alkaloids, Bussina, Parabussina, Bussinidina, Para- 
bussinidina and Bussinamina ; also a study of the coloring matters 
and the wax which occurs so abundantly on the upper surface 
of the leaves. 

Sopra un Nuovo Morbo che attacca i Limoni, e sopra alcuni 
Ifomiceti. — G. Gasperini. (Atti della Societa Toscana di Scienze 
Naturali, viii, pp. 315-339). This disease of Citrus Limonum 
attacks the fruit when ripe, and in sixty hours completely de- 
stroys it. The parenchyma shows threads of a mycelium which 
has proved sterile thus far, and it has been impossible to deter- 
mine what fungus or fungi are the cause of the mischief. 

The author also studied on the lemon and the orange, Asper- 
gillus niger and A. clavatus, and describes three species possibly 
new, A. violaceo-fuscus, A. elegans and A. variabilis. 

Sull' inspessimento della parete nelle cellule Liberiane. dei 
piccioli fogliari di alcune Araliacee. — P. Pichi. (Atti della Soci- 
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eta Toscana, viii., p. 455-457, illustrated). On the thickening of 
the cell walls in the liber of the young leaves of certain Araliaceae. 

Handbook of the Fern-Allies : A Synopsis of the Genera and 
Species of Equisetacea, Lycopodiacea, Selaginellacece and Rhizo- 
carpem. By J. G. Baker ; (London : George Bell & Sons, York 
St., Covent Garden; 8vo, pp. 159). This is essentially the same 
series already published in the Journal of Botany, but brought 
together in convenient book form, well indexed and with but few 
changes in the numbering of the species. It has been much 
needed, and will be prized as a supplement to the Synopsis Fili- 
cum, though we miss a glossary and illustrations of types of 
groups, such as are found in that work, and which would have 
added greatly to its value. 

Ashes of Flowering Plants, on Aluminium in the. ByHiko- 
rokuro Yoshida, F.C.S. (Journ. Coll. Sci., Imp. Univ. of Japan, 
vol. i, pp. 363-367). 

There have been published at least two exceptions to the 
supposed non-occurrence of aluminium in phanerogamous plants, 
one in Rhus vernicifera (Journ. Chem. Soc, xliii, 481), and the 
second in the juice of the grape (Comptes Rendus, civ., 853). In 
the present paper the author gives a table of analyses of peas, 
beans, rice, wheat, barley, millet and buckwheat, in each of which 
a small percentage of aluminium has been found, varying from 
272 in millet to .053 in the pea (Sofa hispidd). 

Proceedings of the Club, 

The regular monthly meeting was held at Columbia College, 
Tuesday evening, Nov. 8th, 1887, the President in the chair and 
thirty-eight persons present. 

Miss Caroline R. Hankey and Mr. Claude Crittenden were 
elected Active Members. 

The committee appointed to prepare resolutions regarding 
the Herbarium of the UnitedStates Department of Agriculture 
reported as follows : 

The committee appointed at the meeting of August 9th, 
1887, to prepare an expression of opinion for the Club relative to 
the Herbarium of the Department of Agriculture at Washing- 
ton, reported the following : 



